liminary report on the WHO prospective epidemiological study of Epstein-Barr virus and Burkitt's lymphoma is provided by de The (the full account of this important work appeared in Nature in 1978). Less interesting, perhaps because of too much detail and a failure to point out broad relevance, are the contributions on herpesviruses and cancer, and leukaemia viruses.
In the section on persistent viral infections, Gajdusek and Gibbs give a fascinating account of the as yet uncharacterized agents responsible for the transmission of the spongiform encephalopathies of man and animals. It is most fortunate that this is followed by an equally fascinating contribution on the viroids of plants, disease agents on which we likewise lack detailed information. Some of the other papers in this section are less valuable in general terms, being largely concerned with the details of experimental work unrelated to broader principles.
Part III of the book concerns reservoirs and vectors in the transmission of viruses, and is again mixed. Melnick's chapter on the monitoring and control of virus contamination of water deals in an admirable and comprehensive way with a subject not likely to set the imagination afire. Nevertheless this is a problem of extreme importance as human population densities increase both in the rural areas of developing countries and in great conurbations. In contrast, the chapter on sexually transmitted viruses is over-long, confused, and actually confusing on account of several misapprehensions on the part of the authors. However, an account of the world-wide control of foot-and-mouth disease provides an interesting example for many other animal diseases, and there is a good review of aphid-borne viruses by Harris, even though this is written with a liberal sprinkling of fairly difficult jargon.
In the section on viral variation as it affects epidemic disease, a retrospective "archaeological dig" into the pandemic of influenza bv Kilbourne digest of all aspects of the research that has been done since then. Let it be said straight away that this is an excellent book, and the editors are to be congratulated on their own contributions and on assembling such a distinguished group of other authors. All have made important contributions to their subject, and the chapters carry the authority and excitement that one would expect. They provide an account of the evolution of knowledge and ideas in EBV research, highlight the role serendipity has played, and show how this research has reached far beyond the confines of Burkitt's lymphoma, which started it all off. The book is directed primarily to the research worker, though the clinician will find much of interest on the scientific foundations of the EBV-related diseases.
The Although genitourinary cancer accounts for at least a third of the deaths from cancer, the opening chapter gives an indication of how under-represented are these tumours as subjects of laboratory studies, accounting for less than 7 % of all the human neoplastic cell lines available to the reviewer at the time he wrote his chapter. This conference publication tries to make up for this deficiency by providing an extensive compilation of basic and applied laboratory studies in the field of genitourinary cancer immunology. Though succeeding in terms of providing an easily readable reference volume which is well laid out with good illustrations, the rather large number of one-and two-page anecdotal chapters does detract from the more substantial studies. The most important sections are those which relate to tumour markers,
